
 

TWO LESSONS FOR THIS SERIES: 
1. Even though the parables of Jesus are mostly about 

PEOPLE, we really learn so MUCH about God. 

2. We pray, worship, learn, and generally do EVERYTHING 
better when we understand the NATURE of GOD. 

QUESTION: WHY DO BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE? 
1. There are no GOOD PEOPLE. 

Rom. 3:10 As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one;  

2. This very question indicates that SOME would believe that it 
is okay for BAD things to happen to “BAD people.” 

3. The Jewish people believed that CALAMITY was directly 
related to God’s JUDGMENT. (Consider the Book of Job!) 
John 9:2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?”  

4. The truth is that ALL people are going to die and so “BAD 
things” happen to ALL people.  

REPENT TO AVOID PERISHING  
Luke 12:57 “Why don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you 
are going with your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled 
on the way, or your adversary may drag you off to the judge, and the judge 

turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. 59 I tell 

May 14-15, 2016 | God’s Patience | Luke 13:1-9  | Dennis Miller

WALK THE TALK / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / 
This page is designed for you to apply what you have 

learned from the Scriptures. Our goal is not just “to 
know” but to “act upon what we know.”  (His 
Word, Our Walk!) 
We encourage you to discuss the following 
questions with family, friends and your 
LIFEgroup.  Although you can review it on your 

own, it will be most useful to you when processed 
with others! 

1. How have you dealt with the question, “Why do bad things 
happen to good people?” What are your struggles with this?


2. What two examples are used about “bad things” 
happening? What does Jesus say about these events?


3. What is the difference between repentance that leads to 
life and repentance that leads to death?


4. What did you learn about a fig tree? Why did God use one 
fig tree as an illustration?


5. Why is it important to understand the patience of God? 
What is our responsibility to Him?



you, you will not get out until you have paid the last 
penny.” 

Luke 13:1 Now there were some present at that 
time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  2 
Jesus answered, “Do you think that these 
Galileans were worse sinners than all the other 

Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell 
you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 

Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell 
on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 

1. In the previous chapter, Jesus explained about DEALING with 
your sins before standing BEFORE a JUDGE. 

2. A TEMPLE Crisis: As Jesus was teaching, He was given the 
“news” of some Galileans who had been KILLED at the temple. 
These people were doing a GOOD thing by worshiping. 

3. A TOWER Crisis: Jesus reminded this crowd that a group of 
eighteen people were SUDDENLY killed by something that 
seemed so RANDOM —  a TOWER fell over. These people 
weren’t doing anything BAD. 

4. The TRUE Crisis: Jesus said that the REAL issue is that 
EVERYONE is going to die.  But are you READY to stand 
before God when this happens? 

5. We all need to REPENT from our wickedness so that we will 
not PERISH when we face our LAST moments in this world. 
John 3:16    For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
Matt. 4:17    From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

— Some people think that FEELING BAD for your mistakes and 
sins is REPENTANCE. 

— But there is a true repentance that leads to LIFE, and a 
false repentance that leads to DEATH. 
Acts 11:18    When they heard this, they had no further objections and 
praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted 
repentance that leads to life.” 
2Cor. 7:10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves 
no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.   

THE PATIENCE OF GOD 
Luke 13:6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his 

vineyard, and he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he 
said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve 
been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it 
down! Why should it use up the soil?’  8 “ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it 
alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears 

fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ” 

The advantage of a fig tree is that once it is MATURE,  it often 
produces good fruit TWICE every season with MINIMAL care.  
And it provides wonderful SHADE. 
John 1:48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I 
saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 

1. This SINGULAR fig tree is first of all, the PICTURE of the 
NATION of Israel. (Note the “three years.”) 
Luke 3:9 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does 
not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”  

— “Cut it down” — A reference to God’s DISAPPOINTMENT 
with the nation that He chose for Himself. 
Acts 28:28 “Therefore I want you to know that God’s salvation has been 
sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!”  

— “Why should it use up the soil?” — why would we keep 
WORKING with something that gives no RETURN? 

— “Leave it for one more year . . .” — One more CHANCE. 

2. But this tree can also be applied to each PERSON and the 
opportunities that God PROVIDES.  These opportunities aren’t 
ENDLESS. 
Is. 55:6 Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 
7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn 
to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will 
freely pardon.  

LESSONS 
1. EVERYONE is a sinner; EVERYONE will die; and 
EVERYONE must repent if they want eternal life with Christ. 

2. God is PATIENT, but our opportunities to repent won’t last 
FOREVER. 


