
 

TWO LESSONS FOR THIS SERIES: 
1. The people in the Christmas story are marked by WISDOM 

and OBEDIENCE, which is what makes this account so 
powerful and effective. 

2. One of the best ways to celebrate Christmas is to 
“remember when” Jesus was born into your HEART, and then 

to LIVE in obedience. 

A FEW REMINDERS: 
1. The early Christians celebrated Christmas on December 25 
because it aligned with a ROMAN holiday, even though the 
Bible teaches that Jesus was born in SEPTEMBER.  

2. The Christmas story actually CONTINUES for 40 days past 
the BIRTH of Jesus. This is IMPORTANT! 

3. One of the PURPOSES of this account is to give 
EVIDENCE of the birth of the Lord.  A Jewish principle was 
the “testimony of two or three witnesses.” (Shepherds, 

Simeon, Anna) 
Deut. 19:15 . . .  A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses. 
Matt. 18:16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every 
matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’  
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WALK THE TALK / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / 
This page is designed for you to apply what you have 

learned from the Scriptures. Our goal is not just “to 
know” but to “act upon what we know.”  (His 
Word, Our Walk!) 
We encourage you to discuss the following 
questions with family, friends and your 
LIFEgroup.  Although you can review it on your 

own, it will be most useful to you when processed 
with others! 

1. What are the themes from this Christmas series and how 
have they been helpful to you?


2. Why were the witnesses important? What have you learned 
about God’s timing?


3. Christmas is the story of salvation (at least in Luke).  How 
would you explain that to someone who doesn’t understand 
it?


4. What did you learn about Anna?


5. Why is the story of Anna important?


6. What do you like best about Anna?



THE SCRIPTURES 
Luke 2:36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage,  37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying.  38 Coming up to them 
at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all 
who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.  

OUR THEMES IN THIS SERIES — THE WITNESSES 
1. The Shepherds — MEN of different AGES.  

2. Simeon — an OLDER man who is well RESPECTED. 

3. Anna — an older WOMAN who could be TRUSTED.   

OUR THEMES IN THIS SERIES — GOD’S TIMING  
1. Most probably Mary and Joseph would not have KNOWN 
Simeon or Anna, but Simeon and Anna would have known 
EACH OTHER. 

2. Simeon met Mary and Joseph at GOD’S TIME and place. 
Luke 2:27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. 

3. Now Luke stresses another “DIVINE appointment.” 
Luke 2:38 Coming up to them at that very moment, . . . 

OUR THEMES IN THIS SERIES — SALVATION 
1. It was the baby’s NAME. 
Luke 1:31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 

Jesus (Iησοῦς or “ee-ay-sooce”) = Joshua (יֵׁשּוַע or “Yeshua”)  = 
The Lord is SALVATION!  

2. The shepherds SPOKE about it. 
Luke 2:17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child,  

3. Simeon gave WITNESS to it. 
Luke 2:30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,  

4. Anna spoke to EVERYONE who was looking for 
REDEMPTION (salvation). 
Luke 2:38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and 
spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.  

THE STORY OF ANNA 
1. Anna means "FAVOR" or “GRACE.” It is the same name as 
the Hebrew name Hannah. 

2. Anna was a PROPHETESS.  

— There are FIVE in the Old Testament (Miriam, Deborah, 
Huldah, Noadiah and Isaiah's wife) and FIVE in the New 

Testament (Anna and the four daughters of Phillip). 

— A prophetess SPEAKS or teaches on behalf of God.  
Typically a woman would teach other Jewish WOMEN. 

— Biblical prophetesses did not have an ONGOING ministry but 
were given the title because of a particular MOMENT of faith or 
action.  Anna may have the title because of THIS event. 

3. She was the daughter of PHANUEL.  
Gen. 32:30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to 
face, and yet my life was spared.”  

4. She was of the TRIBE of ASHER. (How did she know?) 
2Chr. 30:11 Nevertheless, some men of Asher, Manasseh and Zebulun humbled 
themselves and went to Jerusalem.  

Ezra 6:17 For the dedication of this house of God they offered a hundred bulls, two 
hundred rams, four hundred male lambs and, as a sin offering for all Israel, twelve 
male goats, one for each of the tribes of Israel.  

5. She was VERY OLD!  She was married for seven years and 
then a widow until she was 84 (or a widow for 84 years). In the 
latter case, she would be easily over 100 years of age. 
Luke 2:37 and she [is] a widow of about eighty-four years, who did depart not from 
the temple, with fasts and supplications serving, night and day,  (Young’s) 

6. She LIVED at the TEMPLE and worshiped day and night — 
fasting and PRAYING. 

7. We assume that Simeon explained the STORY of the BABY 
to Anna, (although it might be that God revealed this to her 
as He had done with Simeon) who then gave THANKS to 
God and spoke about the child to everyone who would 
LISTEN. 

OUR APPLICATION: 


