
 
 

 

TWO LESSONS FOR THIS SERIES: 
1.The Kingdom of God is __________, and yet it is _________.


2. Salvation is the ________ to entering the Kingdom.


CONTINUITY IN LUKE’S WRITING: 
1. Zacchaeus was the last person to directly interact with Jesus prior 
to His arrival in Jerusalem.  The story is strung together by both the 
proceeding and subsequent texts. 
Luke 18:35  As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting . . .  
Luke 19:1   Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 
Luke 19:11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a  
  parable . . . 
2. The story of Zacchaeus is unique and found only in the Gospel of 
Luke.  Luke shared this account as a climax of Jesus’ willingness to 
receive those who were marginalized in the society - a widow (Lk. 
18:3); a tax collector (Lk. 18:13); children (Lk. 18:15); a blind beggar 
(Lk. 18:35). 
THE KINGDOM PERSPECTIVES OF THREE PARTIES:  

Party #1 - ZACCHAEUS sought to see who Jesus was.  
Luke 19:2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax 
collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a 
short man he could not, because of the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.  
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WALK THE TALK / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / 
This page is designed for you to apply what you have 

learned from the Scriptures. Our goal is not just 
“to know” but to “act upon what we know.”  (His 
Word, Our Walk!) 
We encourage you to discuss the following 
questions with family, friends and your 
LIFEgroup.  Although you can review it on your 

own, it will be most useful to you when 
processed with others! 

1. Did you learn the popular children’s song about Zacchaeus 
when you were young?  How does the song come up short for 
grasping the fullness of this account?


2. What do we learn about Zacchaeus which would indicate that 
he was not satisfied with his life?  


3. What do people want most today?  What do people seek in 
order to be fulfilled?


4. The story offers the perspectives of three parties on being lost.  
To which do you most closely relate?  In other words, are you 
seeking something more from this life; seeking to offer life to 
others; or being a barrier to others in regards to life?


5. In your own words, how did Zacchaeus demonstrate faith in 
Jesus?  How do Zacchaeus’ commitments to Jesus represent 
repentance?


6. Discuss the importance of Luke 19:10.  How does this one 
verse influence your Kingdom Thinking? 

*A rendering of an ANE tax collector with Roman soldiers.



What we know about Zacchaeus:

•  Zacchaeus is a Jewish name with the root meaning of ‘pure.’

•  Zacchaeus was a ruling (ἀρχή) or chief tax collector.  This is the 

only occurrence of this title in the Bible; but it is likely that 
Zacchaeus was in charge of a group of tax collectors.  He had 
authority to receive a portion of their profits.  Working for the 
Roman government, tax collectors were often empowered by the 
presence of soldiers*.  They were to obtain a certain percentage of 
excise tax, but they could collect more than this for their own gain.  


• Tax collectors were hated by the Jewish people for siding with the 
Romans.  They were also socially repulsive to the Romans for 
gaining wealth in this manner.


• Zacchaeus’ work had made him wealthy.

• He was also short (ἡλικίᾳ μικρὸς ἦν - stature small was).


• Zacchaeus was seeking to SEE Jesus.  He wanted to know Jesus 
because of what he had heard about Him.  He had a deep seated 
desire; he went to great lengths in order to see Him.


Party #2 - JESUS was aware of Zacchaeus and was 
willing to associate with him.   
Luke 19:5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So 
he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.  
• Jesus was passing through Jericho (Lk. 19:1; 4).  He was on His 

final approach to Jerusalem moving toward His crucifixion.  

• Jesus went to the spot where Zacchaeus was in the tree and 

looked up at him.  Jesus SAW him.

• Jesus called Zacchaeus by name.  How did He know his name?

• Jesus gave two urgent commands to him, 1.) come down; 2.) I 
must stay at your house.  Zacchaeus received the direction joyfully.


Party #3 - THE CROWD did not find any worth in the person 
of Zacchaeus. 
Luke 19:7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to 
be the guest of a ‘sinner.’ ”  
• The crowd had already been a barrier between Jesus and 

Zacchaeus (Lk. 19:3).  It is likely that Zacchaeus could not get 
through them because he was so disliked.  Imagine the reception 
he would have received in trying to work his way to the front from 
those whom he had excised taxes. 

•  All the people SAW that Jesus was going to be the guest of 
Zacchaeus, and they began to mutter (grumble).  Just as the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law had grumbled against Jesus’ 

social connections in Luke 15. 
 Luke 15:1 Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all   
 gathering around to hear him. 2 But the Pharisees and the  
 teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and  

 eats with them.”   
The grumbling represents a rejection of the purpose of Jesus.  In the 
same way, the Israelites had grumbled against God as Moses led 
them to the promised land. 

THE FULFILLMENT OF TWO SEEKERS: 
Seeker #1 - ZACCHAEUS found Jesus.  He demonstrated 
faith by committing to act on Jesus’ Kingdom principles. 
Luke 19:8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here 
and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 
anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”  

John the Baptist had called people to produce “fruit in keeping with 
repentance” in Luke 3.  Zacchaeus’s response to Jesus is real life 
evidence of his repentance.  He demonstrated his alignment with 
Jesus through giving and restitution (see the principle for making 
restitution in Leviticus 5:16; Numbers 5:7 - Zacchaeus offers 

more).


Seeker #2 - JESUS found Zacchaeus.  
Luke 19:9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, 
because this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 
Jesus had said that He must stay at Zacchaeus’ house.  As the story 
comes to a close, He says that salvation has come to this house.  

The reference to Zacchaeus being a son of Abraham goes beyond his 
Jewish ethnicity.  Zacchaeus acted in faith just as Abraham had 
acted in faith.  Salvation was proclaimed by Jesus on the basis of his 
faith not his ancestry. 

Luke 19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.” 

These closing words of Jesus are the stated purpose of His 
coming from heaven and of His journey to Jerusalem.  Jesus 
seeks to bring salvation.


ONE DIVINE APPOINTMENT: 
The meeting of Zacchaeus and Jesus was by design.  Jesus sought 
him out even as Zacchaeus sought for Jesus.  Is God seeking you? 


