WALK THE TALK / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /
This page is designed for you to apply what you have learned from the Scriptures.
Our goal is not just “to know” but to “act upon what we know.” (His
Word, Our Walk!) We encourage you to discuss the following
questions with family, friends and your group.

FOR DISCUSSION:
1. How would you answer someone who
expressed concern over God’s call to destroy
a people group?
2. What did you learn about sin, and how you
respond when confronted?
3. What did you learn about obedience?
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MEMORY VERSE FOR THIS SERIES
Psa. 99:6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel was among those who
called on his name; they called on the LORD and he answered them.

THE MAP

TWO THOUGHTS FOR THIS SERIES:
1. In each generation there are a _______ people who live
differently than those around them, who ________ God, and
who therefore make an enormous positive __________.
2. A Christian life is not measured by success or failure but
by a Godly _____________.

Shiloh
Ramah

Telem

Shur

AMALEKITES

Havilah

THE ORDER TO DESTROY
1Sam. 15:1 Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the LORD sent to anoint you king over his
people Israel; so listen now to the message from the LORD. 2 This is what the LORD
Almighty says: ‘I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid
them as they came up from Egypt. 3 Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy all
that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and
infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.’ ” 4 So Saul summoned the men and
mustered them at Telaim—two hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand from
Judah. 5 Saul went to the city of Amalek and set an ambush in the ravine. 6 Then he
said to the Kenites, “Go away, leave the Amalekites so that I do not destroy you along
with them; for you showed kindness to all the Israelites when they came up out of Egypt.”
So the Kenites moved away from the Amalekites. 7 Then Saul attacked the Amalekites
all the way from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt. 8 He took Agag king
of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword.

1. Why would a loving God order the __________ of a
group of people?
— He is ______ (This punishment belongs _______ to Him.)
— He had ________ hundreds of years to punish these people.
— The Amalekites had tried to __________ God’s people.

Deut. 25:17 Remember what the Amalekites did to you along the way when you came
out of Egypt. 18 When you were weary and worn out, they met you on your journey
and attacked all who were lagging behind; they had no fear of God. 19 When the LORD
your God gives you rest from all the enemies around you in the land he is giving you to
possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the name of Amalek from under heaven.
Do not forget!

2. In the midst of destruction, there is also ______ (Kenites).
THE FAILURE TO OBEY
1Sam. 15: 9 But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle,
the fat calves and lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to
destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they totally
destroyed. . . . 12 Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he
was told, “Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor
and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal.” 13 When Samuel reached him, Saul said,
“The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD’S instructions.” 14 But Samuel said,
“What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I
hear?” 15 Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared
the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the LORD your God, but we totally
destroyed the rest.” 16 “Enough!” Samuel said to Saul. “Let me tell you what the LORD
said to me last night.” “Tell me,” Saul replied. 17 Samuel said, “Although you were once
small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD
anointed you king over Israel. 18 And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and
completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; wage war against them until
you have wiped them out.’ 19 Why did you not obey the LORD? Why did you pounce
on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the LORD?” 20 “But I did obey the LORD,”
Saul said. “I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. I completely destroyed the
Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and cattle
from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the
LORD your God at Gilgal.”

1. Saul did not completely _______ the Lord’s command, which
was his ______ sin of many. Sin is a “__________ _________”.
— He became __________ (a monument).
— He __________ about the mission.
2. In the midst of Saul’s lying, Samuel confronted him with the
__________ (Why can I hear the animals if you killed them?)
3. Saul’s response is quite __________ of people caught in sin.
— We __________ others (the soldiers did it).
— We say we did it for _______ (to sacrifice to Him).
— We claim to have followed _______ of the instructions
(destroyed the rest).
— We even suggest that God might be ________ (but I did).

THE IMPORTANCE OF OBEDIENCE
1Sam. 15:22 But Samuel replied: “Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices as much as in obeying the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to
heed is better than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and
arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the
LORD, he has rejected you as king.” 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have
sinned. I violated the LORD’S command and your instructions. I was afraid of the
men and so I gave in to them. 25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back
with me, so that I may worship the LORD.” 26 But Samuel said to him, “I will not go
back with you. You have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected
you as king over Israel!” 27 As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of
his robe, and it tore. 28 Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel
from you today and has given it to one of your neighbors—to one better than you. . . .
30 Saul replied, “I have sinned. But please honor me before the elders of my people
and before Israel; come back with me, so that I may worship the LORD your God.” 31
So Samuel went back with Saul, and Saul worshiped the LORD.

1. More than __________ else, God wants our __________!
2. When we fail to obey and also fail to deal __________ with
our sin, God can no longer ______ us in the same way. (Note:
God did not reject Saul as His follower, but as a _________.)
3. Saul’s only concern was __________ opinion.
4. Samuel is to be __________ for confronting a king.
UNDERSTANDING GOD’S REGRET
1Sam. 15:10 Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 “I regret that I have
made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my
instructions.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out to the LORD all that night.
1Sam. 15:35 Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel
mourned for him. And the LORD regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel.

1. ________ in this passage we are told that God “regretted” his
decision to make Saul king. The word for regret is נָחַ ם, nâcham,
and it means to be __________ or “to sigh or breathe strongly”.
2. Anyone could regret making a particular decision even if they
were nearly __________ what the outcome would be before
making that decision. Regret does not __________
foreknowledge.
3. The _________ of 1 Samuel was concerned that people
would jump to the _______ conclusions, and so a reminder
of God’s nature is placed in the __________ of the story.
1Sam. 15:29 He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not
a human being, that he should change his mind.”

